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DISCOVER ADIYAMAN

• Watch the most beautiful sunrise and sunset 
in the world among the giant god statues on 
Mount Nemrut, which is on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.

• Experience the bird’s eye view of Adıyaman in 
Arsameia Ancient City.

• On the way to Mount Nemrut, the bridge of 
Western and Eastern civilizations, see Karakuş 
Tumulus, Cendere Bridge and Eski Kâhta 
Castle.

• Visit Adıyaman Museum, where the history of 
the city can be observed in the best way.

• Visit the Oturakçı Bazaar, where brightly 
colored Pişinik and Alikan carpets and many 
more souvenirs are sold.

• Witness natural beauties such as Karadağ 
Forest, Gümüşkaya Caves, Kızılin and Gerger 
Canyon, and the floating islands of Çat.

• Try the world-famous Çiğ köfte, the favorite 
flavors of the region, kavurmalı hıtap (pita 
with meat stuffing), cevizli sucuk (walnuts 
on a string dipped in starch grape molasses), 
Tut mulberry, baklava with olive oil, and Şillik 
dessert (crepes with nuts and syrup).

Perre Ancient City
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CULTURAL ASSETS

Adıyaman, where the sun rises and sets most beautifully 
with its unique cuisine and natural beauties, is known 
as the ‘city that preserves its mystery’ in Southeastern 
Anatolia with its 40 thousand years of history and 
mystical ruins. Adıyaman, where different cultures 
and beliefs have coexisted since 3000 BC, promises 
visitors a wealth of experiences and memories. With 
over 30,000 works, Adıyaman Museum continues 
to preserve the city’s memory and transfer it to the 
future.

Ancient Cities and Tumuli: At an elevation of 
approximately 2150 metres, Nemrut Mountain is 
known as the world’s highest open-air museum. Mount 
Nemrut, made famous by photographs taken by the 
famous Turkish photographer Ara Güler in 1960, is 
becoming increasingly popular with each passing year. 
This location literally has the world’s most beautiful 
sunrise and sunset right beneath its feet. The ancient 
tomb, statues, and other artefacts were discovered in 
1881 and have been on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List since 1987. The unique cultural heritages on Mount 
Nemrut, which is now protected as a national park, 
were built in the first century BC by Commagene King 
Antiochos I. Although the mystery of the giant statues, 
known as silent guards, remains unsolved, it is known 
that they were built to show respect and gratitude 
to the gods and ancestors. Although it is known that 
Antiochos was buried on Mount Nemrut, his tomb has 
not been found yet. 

Mount Nemrut
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The National Park contains the 
Arsameia Ruins, which contain the 
largest Greek inscription in Anatolia. 
Arsameia, the Commagene Kingdom’s 
summer capital and administrative 
centre, attracts attention with its 
relief sculptures and stelae.

Karakuş Tumulus is one of the 
frequented visiting points in 
Adıyaman.  This tumulus, a mausoleum 
for the women of the Commagene 
Kingdom, was constructed in the 
first century BC. This tomb, also 
known as the Women’s Mausoleum, is 
thought to belong to King Antiochos’ 
family. There are bull and Lion details 
(statues) on the two standing columns 
next to the tumulus.

The Ancient City of Perre is one of the 
five largest cities of the Commagene 
Kingdom. The most striking place 
of the city is its fountain and rock-
cut tombs that have survived from 
Ancient Rome.

Haydaran and Turuş Rock Tombs, 
Derik Sanctuary, Sofraz Tumulus, 
Karadağ Tumulus, Old Besni Ruins are 
among the must-visit places in the 
city.

Perre Ancient City
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Cendere Bridge
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Mor Peter and Mor Paul Church

Castles and Bridges: Adıyaman (Hısn-ı Mansur) Castle 
located in the city centre and Gerger Castle in Kâhta dating 
back to the Late Hittite Period are must-see structures in the 
city. Located on steep cliffs, Gerger Castle features a relief 
of King Samos.

Cendere Bridge, located on the Kâhta Stream, is one of the 
oldest bridges in the world and was ordered to be built by the 
Roman ruler Septimus Severus in the 2th century AD. Other 
historical bridges in Adyaman include Kızılin Göksu Bridge, 
which is thought to date from the Roman Period, and Altınlı 
Bridge, which is thought to date from the Islamic Period.

Mosques, Churches and Tombs: Adıyaman Grand Mosque 
(Ulucamii), Çarşı Mosque, Musalla Mosque are among the 
mosques that preserve their historical texture in the city. 

The Assyrian Ancient Church of Mor Petrus and Mor 
Paulus, which is open to worship today, was first built by the 
Assyrians in the region in the 18th century under the name of 
Virgin Mary. Its name was changed after it started to serve 
as the seat of Adıyaman Syriac Orthodox Metropolitan.

The tombs of prominent Islamic names such as Prophet 
Uzeyir, Companions Safvan bin Muattal, Abuzer Gaffari, 
Şeyh Abdurrahman Erzincani (Zey) Türbesi, Mahmud El 
Ensari and Zeynel Abidin are located in Adıyaman.

The tombs of prominent Islamic names such as Prophet 
Uzeyir, Companions Safvan bin Muattal, Abuzer Gaffari, 
Mahmud El Ensari and Zeynel Abidin are located in 
Adıyaman.
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Mor Peter and Mor Paul Church
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NATURAL BEAUTIES

Every year, hundreds of thousands of people visit Adıyaman, 
where nature and history coexist peacefully. This city is full 
of breathtaking sights that will stay with you for the rest 
of your life. One of them is Mount Nemrut National Park. 
The world-famous Nemrut ruins are located on Nemrut 
Mountain with a height of 2206 metres. Mount Nemrut 
elicits indescribable emotions, particularly at sunrise and 
sunset. With the opportunities it provides for photographers 
and campers, it is a must-see location. While the cold waters 
of Çelikhan, Besni, and Kotur Springs are used to treat a 
variety of ailments, they are also popular for picnics and 
camping. Gölbaşı Lake is one of the city’s most important 
water resources. Karadağ Forest is only 1 km from the city. 

This serene forest is ideal for those seeking to reconnect 
with nature. The ‘reverse tulip,’ which blooms in Adıyaman’s 
high altitude mountains, is also known as the ‘crying bride’ 
among the locals. Another natural wonder that must be 
seen is Çat Dam Lake. The Dam Lake’s 110 floating islets 
are memorable. The mystical atmospheres of the tens 
of thousands of year old Göksu, Palanlı, Zey, Abuldeyş, 
and Gümüşkaya caves are essential for postcard-like 
photographs. You can take a 3-hour ferry ride in Gerger 
Canyon, which is located between the Euphrates River and 
Atatürk Dam Lake. In Kızılin Canyon, you can reach the 
approximately 1800-year-old Kızılin caves with boat trips 
and enjoy this fascinating atmosphere.

Yeni Castle
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Fırat River (The Euphrates)
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Cendere Bridge
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Old Besni Archaeological Site
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LOCAL CUISINE
In Adıyaman’s culinary culture, there are touches of the Southeastern 
Anatolia region. In this city, which has an extremely rich cuisine, the most 
frequently used basic materials are products such as meat, wheat, legumes 
and eggplant. All these beautiful and high-quality ingredients come 
together with plenty of onions, tomato paste and spices, and delicious 
flavours emerge. Soups, meatballs, and salads are frequently consumed.

Adıyaman follows the Anatolian tradition of drying stuffed vegetables 
from the summer and storing them for the winter. The Adıyaman region is 
home to çiğ köfte, one of the most popular flavours in Turkish cuisine. The 
most accessible flavour of Türkiye is çiğ köfte, which are made by kneading 
bulgur, tomato paste, and spices. Adıyaman has a bakery culture that has 
existed for many years. Meals prepared at home are occasionally cooked 
in the oak wood ovens found on every street corner. One of them is the 
Besni tava, where plenty of meat and vegetables come together. Kavurmalı 
hitap (pita with meat stuffing) is one of the region’s most popular dishes. 
Adıyaman meatballs, which are visually appealing, are served on a bed of 
eggplant and with tomato sauce.

It’s now time for dessert... Adıyaman is well-known for its desserts, which 
include burma dessert, şillik (crepes with nuts and syrup), tene helvası 
(molasses halva), baklava with olive oil, semolina halva with unsalted 
cheese, and others. Walnut sausage and mulberry molasses are loved and 
consumed in the city.

The Besni grape, which is grown in the districts of Besni and Gölbaşı, is 
also unique to the region. Among the city’s geographically registered values 
are Adıyaman çiğ köfte, Tut mulberry, Kâhta almond, Kâhta semolina 
helva (halvah) with almond, Kâhta bulgur pilaf, Kâhta pomegranate, and 
Çelikhan tobacco.

Meyir Çorbası

Yarpuz Hıtabı
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İçli Köfte
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Şilke Tatlısı
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HANDICRAFTS

Carpet making is extremely important in Adıyaman, as it is 
throughout Anatolia. The city’s most well-known carpets are 
the Alikan and Pişinik carpets. Pişinik  carpets are short piled, 
whereas Alikan carpets woven in mountain villages are long 
piled. Some of these carpets are woven for domestic use, 
while the majority are exported. Carpets made entirely of 
natural fibres and dyed with root dyes last a long time. Sincik 
hand woven carpet is a registered geographical indication.

Pişinik Carpet Rug Making

One of the most striking handicrafts of Adıyaman is 
undoubtedly the Besi dolls. These handcrafted dolls are made 
of wood and dressed in clothes featuring local motifs. Male 
dolls are called ‘’Abuzer’’ and female dolls are called ‘’Besi’’.

In the city, cross-stitch and printmaking is still practiced. If 
you want to look throughall these unique handicrafts and buy 
them as a travel souvenir, you can visit the Oturakçı Market 
and then have a steaming cup of tea in Keleş Mansion.
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ADIYAMAN AT A GLANCE

If you want to take a quick stroll in Adıyaman, head to 
Nemrut, near the city and 40 km north of Kahta, where 
the ancient statues of deities are located at an altitude 
of 2206 m. Visit the historical Oturakçı Bazaar, where 
you’ll find high quality handwoven rugs called Pişinik and 
Alikan in bright colours and miniature Nemrut sculptures 
at affordable prices and taste the world-famous çiğ 
köfte, kavurmalı hıtap, cevizli sucuk, lamb in Şambayat, 
Adıyaman Tut mulberry and mulberry molasses.

Mount Nemrut

Kızılin Bridge
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Karakuş Tumulus
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Mount Nemrut
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In Adıyaman, road transportation is at the 
forefront. While bus services from all over 
Türkiye are available, flights between Ankara - 
Istanbul and Adıyaman are the most convenient. 
Adıyaman Airport is located only 20 kilometres 
from the city centre.

One of the railway line stops between Elâzığ 
and Adana is the Gölbaşı district of Adıyaman.

ROUTES

HOW TO GET THERE?

   Route 1   
 - Mount Nemrut and 

Sunrise
 - Arsameia
 - Yeni Castle
 - Cendere Bridge (Severan 

or Chabinas Bridge)
 - Karakuş Tumulus
 - Perrhe Ancient City

   Route 2   
 - Old Besni Historical Site
 - Sofraz Tumulus
 - Boating on the Euphrates 

in the Kızılin Canyon
 - Abuldeyş Cave
 - Göksü Roman Bridge
 - Turuş Rock-Cut Tombs

Go to Route 1

Go to Route 2

Route 1

Route 2




